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ecret?

By RICHARD FRYKLUND |in the opinion of the officials|the orlginal  informa
i Star Staff Writer involved, but almost everything|thought he was doing ri
A secret document was once he told was contained in docu- just as the lawyer did whe
read to this reporter by a De- ments cacrying = the highest|read the classified docume
fense Department lawyer who classification. But where they right? 4
was Investigating «security| He divulged classified jnfor-|what should. the reporters hi
leaks.” . |mation, but he did not giveldone with the information’g
Another time it was 2 Secre-|away any vital secrets. That is one for worriers ab®
tary of Defense who vead from| Noru.Ally, the classified -in-\the Pentagon and its press ¥
g top-secret document. formation going to @ reporter|lations to ponder.
Tn fact, almost sveryone in falls into this category. Almpst Other stories have annhouncs
the Pentagon who talks to re- every FPentagon ~onversation|policy changes before the ofgel
porters, even casually, at some touches on it. Many stories con- cials were ready or have toifll]
time or other gives out infor- tain this kind of information. |some story in a way calculaté®i
mation contained in & classi-|  Bub there are other kinds of to put officials in a poor light.
fied document. 1es. | These are embarrassmentd,
This 1s not to say that all B e months ago @ GOVern-ltoo, but they do not damags
of these “officials and officers ment official gayefstar E?Dortfkl;s the national security. “
are irresponilble, O Ceesifiod some of the o on e | How te Prevent 17
o 1, thef,c\giregdomg their|learned about the new series of Undoubtedly some -stori
s propetly as they saw them.|Russian atomic tests. The offi- have hurt security—althougas
This situation is cited here to cial said that the Russians this writer personally has hearty
point up the extraordinarily knew, so why shouldw’s the|of only one. In that casé %
ifficult problem facing wit Americans? *|cpreless official and an ui-i.
|nesses in the current House "The reporter did not attempt |KNOWInE reporter combined to
TGovernmert’ Tnformation sub- to answer the question them- tell the Russians too ‘much
committee investigation of the|selves; they took the gquestion about a particular intelligence
| Pentagbn and the press. —and the information they had |operation. )
Pentagon officials, who will %o ofticlals who were compe-| oW could that mishap have
begin testifying Monday, may tent to answer. The officials | been prevented? Neither the. of-
gay that the problem can be recommended that some of the|ficial nor the reporter 1_nv01ved
solved by keeping reporters information be suppressed, and|in the unfotunate wageident
away from’ classified material. that advice was followed. realized what he was doing. Nei-
: : . About a week: after the trun- |ther tighter classification rules
ters and editors will | cated story was printed, the|nor more freedom of informa-|
that officials are AEC put virtually the same ma- tion could have helped.

, terial into a press handout. As with the whole “leaked se-

and depriving the public of in- Soon after, a Defense De-|crets” business, there is no easy
formation that rightly belongs | partment lawyer invited me to|answer.
1y e unlie Rtk dhic Apps cvm;ull'\is office to answer questions
P} """ GRT 104 € -gooub the story, which carried
un VE'Z-—-62'E‘6L' Bod * 2is reporter’s name and that

15D " [4 ‘SN Earl H. Voss, the Star’s State
D3\ Shog snblaydopyy Department reporter.

; et i The lawyer said that the:

fbcrson who gave Us the infor-
nation was a «graitor” and was
disloyal” to his Government.
7 fact, he continued, anyone
ho would pass on classified in-
ormation was disloyal. .

Then, to prove that the story !
¥1id contain classified 'mforma-\
ion, he read from a report
nalyzing the story.

The report was stamped “Se~
d%&‘lar red_letters.
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